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Government: What Do Ya Think?  

(perceptions) … page 8 
 

What Is It to Me?  

(role of government) … page 11 
 

What’s the Point?  

(purpose of government) … page 13 
 

Going Overboard 

(totalitarian governments) … page 17 
 

What Do I Know? (review) … page 20 
 

I Wonder (to learn) … page 23  
 

Keeping Up (current events) … page 27  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    This brief introductory section leads students to 

begin to consider the role of government and its 

impact on them. These first few lessons acquaint 

students with the functions of government in their 

communities.  

    No test questions are provided for this section 

since its intent is merely to introduce the idea of 

government and allow students to begin thinking 

about its importance to them and all citizens. 
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Part I: Local Issues 
Our Town (local issues) … page 34 
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DO SOMETHING! (local research) … page 41 
 

They Aim to Serve (local government organization) … page 46 
 

Pick Up the Phone (government departments) … page 49  
 

Part II: Executive Branch 
Getting to Know Them (executive branch) … page 53 

 

How to Win Friends and Influence Executives  
(impacting public policy) … page 57 
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Part III:  Legislative Branch 
There Oughta Be a Law! (local lawmaking) … page 76 
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Where Am I? (community problem project) … page 92 
 

Part IV: Judicial Branch 
Young at the Heart (juvenile law) … page 95  

 

And the Verdict Is… (mock trial) … page 100 
 

Young and Old (juvenile and adult justice) … page 112 
 

Let’s Be Civil (civil courts) … page 117 
 

Vocabulary Review  
Reviewing Terms (crossword puzzle) … page 123 
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State of Your State (introduction) … page 222 
 

The Powers That Be (state constitution) … page 228  
 

PART II: Executive Branch 
 

Executive Decision (state departments / agencies) … page 232 
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* NOTE: This is a lengthy, but VERY WORTHWHILEVERY WORTHWHILEVERY WORTHWHILEVERY WORTHWHILE activity which 
MUSTMUSTMUSTMUST be planned and organized well in advance! 
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