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WiNMROPUECHION

Government: What Do Ya Think?
(perceptions) ... page 8

What Is It to Me?
(role of government) ... page 11

What's the Point?
(purpose of government) ... page 13

Going Overboard
(totalitarian governments) ... page 17

What Do | Know? (review) ... page 20
| Wonder (to learn) ... page 23

Keeping Up (current events) ... page 27

This brief introductory section leads students to
begin to consider the role of government and its
impact on them. These first few lessons acquaint
students with the functions of government in their
communities.

No test questions are provided for this section
since its intent is merely to introduce the idea of
government and allow students to begin thinking
about its importance to them and all citizens.
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Part I: Local Issues
Our Town (local issues) ... page 34

All of One Mind (problem-solving) ... page 38
DO SOMETHING! (local research) ... page 41
They Aim to Serve (local government organization) ... page 46

Pick Up the Phone (government departments) ... page 49

Part 1I: Executive Branch
Getting to Know Them (executive branch) ... page 53

How to Win Friends and Influence Executives
(impacting public policy) ... page 57

Chief Decision Maker (local chief executive) ... page 63
Different Strokes (structures of local governments) ... page 66

In Your Own Backyard (local government analysis) ... page 73

Part 1ll: Legislative Branch
There Oughta Be a Law! (local lawmaking) ... page 76

Putting in Your Two Cents (citizen involvement) ... page 81
The Good Ordinance (fair and enforceable laws) ... page 85
On the Books (local ordinances) ... page 89

Where Am IZ (community problem project) ... page 92

Part IV: Judicial Branch
Young at the Heart (juvenile law) ... page 95

And the Verdict Is... (mock trial) ... page 100
Young and Old (juvenile and adult justice) ... page 112

Let’s Be Civil (civil courts) ... page 117

Vocabulary Review
Reviewing Terms (crossword puzzle) ... page 123
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PART I: Political Parties
Catch the Symbolism (donkey and elephant) ... page 128
Where Do You Stand? (liberal, moderate, and conservative) ... page 132
The Party Line (Democratic and Republican views) ... page 137

It’s a Party! (political party functions) ... page 141

For Which We Stand (political involvement) ... page 144
PART II: Electoral Process

Going to the Polls (voter turnout) ... page 148
Excuses, Excuses (voter partiCipation) ... page 154
What Difference Does It Make? (non-participation) ... page159
Required by Law? (compulsory voting) ... page 162
We Are the Future (young people) ... page 168
JUST DO IT (voting process) ... page 171

Winning Fair and Square? (fair elections) ... page 177

PART III: Decision~-Making
Be Prepared (pre-voting) ... page 181

Making Our Lists (primaries and caucuses) ... page 185
Meet the Press (media influence) ... page 190
Lean to the Left; Lean to the Right (media bias) ... page 194
A Matter of Opinion (public opinion) ... page 198
A Finger on the Pulse of America (public opinion polls) ... page 203
Are You Interested? (interest groups) ... page 209
Who Speaks for You? (lobbying) ... page 213

VOCABULARY REVIEW

Reviewing Terms (crossword puzzle) ... page 217
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PART I: Overview

State of Your State (introduction) ... page 222
The Powers That Be (state constitution) ... page 228

PART II: Executive Branch
Executive Decision (state departments/agencies) ... page 232
Environmental Concerns (government decision-making) ... page 235
Law and Order, EPA (government regulation) ... page 242
Great Governorl!? (chief executive) ... page 248

Who Cares about Kids? (school boards) 252
PART Ill: Legislative Branch

In Words and Pictures (how a bill becomes a law)| ... page 260
Mr. “Bill” Goes to the State Capitol (legislative example) ... page 264
What's HOT? (current state legislation) ... page 273
Hitting the Trail (legislative campaigns) ... page 278
A Wave of the Future? (primary problems and IRV) ... page 285
PART IV: Judicial Branch
State Your Court’s Name (court structure) ... page 291
Court Is in Session (functions of state courts) ... page 295

Let Me Be the Judge of That (electing judges) ... page 300
* Mock My Words (mock trial) ... page 304
PART IV: Vocabulary Review

Reviewing Terms (crossword puzzle) ... page 307

* NOTE: This is a lengthy, but VERY WORTHWHILE activity which
MUST be planned and organized well in advance!
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Federal Covernment

PART I: THE CONSTITUTION
At First Sight (overview) ... page 310

Fears of Our Founding Fathers (government goals) ... page 314
The Powers That Be (principles of government) ... page 318
People Rule! (popular sovereignty) ... page 323
The Rule of Law (limits of power) ... page 327
I Know My Rights! (the Bill of Rights) ... page 338
Yours, Mine, and Ours (Federalism) ... page 343
Separate but Equal (divided, balanced powers) ... page 347
Sitting in Judgment (judicial review) ... page 354
When the Times They Are A-Changin’ (amendments) ... page 360
PART II: THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH
The Buck Stops Here (presidential responsibilities) ... page 363
The Best Man (or Woman) for the Job (qualifications) ... page 367
Pick-a-President (Electoral College) ... page 370
Worker Bees (government bureaucracy) ... page 376
Help! (executive departments) ... page 384
Being Civil (civil service jobs) ... page 389
Our Excellency? (expansion of executive powers) ... page 393
Leader of the Free World (foreign policy) ... page 397
PART III: THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Representing the American People (qualifications) ... page 404
Job Description (legislative responsibilities) ... page 408
Paying for It All (federal budget) ... page 415
Flies in the Ointment (pork barrel politics) ... page 420
In Committee (Congressional committees) ... page 426
Digging in Up to Our Elbows (lawmaking) ... page 434
Almost on Your Own (legislative process) ... page 439
PART IV: THE JUDICIAL BRANCH
The Court (Supreme Court) ... page 442
Working: The System (federal judiciary) ... page 447
Famous Landmarks (Supreme Court cases) ... page 452
We’re Free! (judicial independence) ... page 455
All Together Now (working with other branches) ... page 460
What Now? (application) ... page 463
VOCABULARY REVIEW

Reviewing Terms (crossword puzzle) ... page 466
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