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GEOGRAPHY AT A GLANCE 
  

Africa geography – background  
information … p. 4  

 
Geography objectives   

(terms, questions, and  answers) … p.  6 
 

First look (physical features) … p. 9 
 

The sands of time  (Sahara) … p. 14 
 

The longest river  (the Nile) … p. 20 
 

Continental rift (Great Rift Valley) … p. 28 
 

African Adventure (tourism Sights) … p. 35 
 

What’s the matter with Madagascar? 
(ecology) … p. 38 

 
Population Concentration (population 

density) … p. 43 
 

A closer Look (population analysis) … p. 47  
 

Reviewing terms (vocabulary puzzle) … p. 50 
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History at a Glance        

 

Africa History –  
Background Information … p. 54 

 
History Objectives (terms, questions,  

and answers) … p. 56 
 

Starting With Stories  
(tribal creation myths) … p. 59 

 
Finding Fossils (paleoanthropology) … p. 66  

 
Ancient Achievements  

(early civilizations) … p. 71 
 

Trading Places  
(Ghana, Mali, and Songhai) … p. 79 

 
History Mystery (East African trade) … p. 87 

 
Out of Africa (slave trade) … p. 93 

 
What a Mess! (colonial rule) … p. 100 

 
Good Hope (South Africa) … p. 108 

 
Reviewing Terms  

(vocabulary puzzle) … p. 117  
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Africa Culture – Background Information … p. 120 
 

Culture Objectives  
(terms, questions, and answers) … p. 121 

 
Who Is an African (diversity) … p. 123  

 
Talking Tribes (ethnic groups) … p. 128 

 
Tell Me a Story (storytelling) … p. 134 

 
In the Spirit (traditional religions) … p. 142 

 
More Than a Cloth (Kente traditions) … p. 149 

 
Culturally “Speaking” (Swahili) … p. 154 

 
Lost and Found? (the Lemba) … p. 158 

 
Reviewing Terms (vocabulary puzzle) … p. 165 

 

Culture at a Glance 



From the InspirEd Africa Global Studies Unit ©InspirEd Educators, Inc. 

GOVERNMENT AT A GLANCE 
 

AFRICA GOVERNMENT – 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION … P. 168 

 
GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES (TERMS, QUESTIONS, 

AND ANSWERS) … P. 169  
 

STARTING OVER  
(POST-COLONIAL AFRICA) … P. 172 

 
WHO’S USING WHO? 

(FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT) … P.  181 
 

PAWNS (CHILD SOLDIERS) … P. 185 
 

DISSECTING DICTATORSHIPS  
(DICTATORS) … P. 190 

 
STARTING OVER AGAIN  

(EMERGING DEMOCRACIES) … P. 197 
 

CONSIDER A KINGDOM (MOROCCO) … P. 206 
 

UNITED WE STAND (THE AU) … P. 210 
 

EMBASSIES EXPLODE! (TERRORISM) ... P. 215 
 

REVIEWING TERMS  
(VOCABULARY PUZZLES) … P. 219 
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Africa Economics –  
Background Information … p. 222 

 
Economics Objectives  

(terms, questions, and answers) … p. 224 
 

Poor Africa (poverty) … p. 227 
 

What About Women?  
(women and poverty) … p. 224 

 
Suffer the Little Children  
(child labor) … p. 241     

 
All That Glitters (gold mining) … p. 249 

 
Diamonds and Death  

(“diamond wars”) … p. 255  
 

A Matter of Life and Debt  
(foreign debt) … p. 261  

 
A Renaissance?   

(economic successes) … p. 269       
 

Reviewing Terms  
(vocabulary puzzle) … p. 276      

Economics at a Glance 
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AFRICA – CONNECTIONS 
 

Africa Alphabet  
(STUDENT RESEARCH) … P. 280 

 

The tragedy of AIDS:  
a mini-unit … p. 284 

epidemic proportions (geography) … p. 286 
the making of a pandemic (history) … p. 293 

Alone! (culture) … p. 299 
South Africa’s Story (government) … p. 302 

Deep Impact (economics) … p. 308 
 

Inspired news bowl 
(Current events) … p. 313 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: In addition to the lessons shown in this file, the unit also 
includes differentiated assessments and an extensive bibliography. 


